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9k World Orchid Conterence

This way advertised as the lergest,
st outragaous orchid show in
Arnerican history. That was 2 iy
clairn, but ong that { con now accept a8
teuth after attending the show. | sdmit
that 1 love orchids angd fave 4 smasll

coligction in my back vard shade
House. But, et me also declare thayd
am no oroitdd expant, $O My comrments
are basedd on my ovaerall impression
af the show and not the Tine details.
Well, the novices werg out in force &t
this show alongside the experenced
Growsrs: visitors came by the busioad
from oitfes 8l over Morida and further
atipld, The show was bugzing with folks
of gvery age group walking around
with fowsr hoads bobbing out of bags,
i can gay that the displays of orchids
ware shinply awegome, Tharg wera
aseveral thamed displays with hune
dreds of hanging orchids thet looked
like nature displays gone wild. There
was & Voleano that rose foom the shonw
Hoor with so maeny orchids surroun-
ding i that it seermed as i vou had

Fancivating probid daplays ot

been transported 10 some movie set
whare 2 dinessur was about (o appearn
There warg expart prasentations,
orchid paintings, orchitd quilts, orohig
pins and ust about everything slse
you can imagineg 10 do with orchids,
This was not just 2 place 10 360 spes-
tacutar orehide, this was a buying
show and from what | saw sales weorg
brisk, | mysel fel] proy 1o the allure of
0 many stunning specimens and 1 i
& good thing § did no! take mora cash
wiith mie or would have needed a
new shade house.

I was traly an infernational show with
Far Cast countries well reproserntecd,
Thore was also a Dutch display with
thaeir trophles proudly dispiaved for a
white Qyrnbidivm. in conclusion, ¥
yau fove orchids this was not a show
to bave missed and Pwould highly
recormrend g visit to the 208 World

Europaan Union

Thousands of cut roses confiscared

n thee build up to Velentines Day the efforts of bresdars
asgainst the infringement of thelr Intellectual Proparty
Righta reached s first peak, On application of 15 leading
eut-rose brasding companies from all over the world, cus-
toms authorities in six member countrias of the Europoen
Community determined whathar impotad cet-roses in.
fringed the intellsctual property rghts of these breaders,
Tha goal of the breaders waes 16 monilor the impors of
cut roses from various target countries and 1o S100 imports
of Hlagal cut wses in one of the peak seasons of the yeur
i order o give a steong message both to infringaes but
alan 1o their Hoensees and traders, exporters and impor
wres of cut roses that infringament of Plam Bresdars®
Hights will not be wlerated aryimare and that thotse not
following the rules will be chased.

From Februaryd-T1, customs officers in the alrpons of
Armstordam, Frankfun, Paris, Madrid, London snd Lishion
checked, in co-uperation with experts of the broeders,
sovaral thousand boxes with sutJoses from several Warget
countrigs, Against the background of the milions of flowers
which are imported 10 the Buropean Community in this
pariod of the year, i was b grest logistic chalienge for the
customs authorities to do, on the one hand, propor chiacks
ard pn the other hand 1o sveid serious disturbances of
the logistics of legal imponts. In this regard, the cusioms
officers were aspecislly challongod by the fact that often
Howers coming From tegsl and iHagal sources were mixed
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i one shipment and that [ was Bme-consuming 10 sepmat
tham. Howevar, the customs authoritios ware able 10 mini-
milze the negativer side-effects of this acton. e, as for as
dedays I the logisties of the legat Howers ware concarned.
The Valentines action turned out 10 be a completd success,
During the ¢ight days of the sction, the customs authorities
suspended the frae reloass of dozgns of shipments, Aftar de-
tadted chedks by the brogders, some 20 shippnents have
boen confiscated, All in alf tan thousands of e rosas from
unatthorised soarces have heen found, But aven mocg
imnportent than these fgures, i the faet that through this
action significant awareness has been raised about the
intetlectus property protection of Depadecs in the whols
flower business. Bregders have also been abde 1o show
that thay have effective means & hand to enforce their
intellectugl property righis,

The customs sction was based on the Eurapean Plant Va-
riety Right law, which providas the breedors with a patent
Bke prodacuos Tor thedr plant varieties, in combination with
the Burppean Anti-Piracy Regulation., 1t was suppostad by
the European Commission (DG TAXUD and DG SANCD) and
the Cormmunity Plant Varisty Office [CPVQLL which grants
the Plant Varlety Right fitles o breaders, The action was
coordingted by CIGPORA, the Internetional Association of
Brooders of Asexually Beproduced Omamental and Fruk
Yaripties, which ropregsants ity members in melloctual
Properly mattars on international and national avel



